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About Pacific Links Foundation 
Pacific Links Foundation (PALS) is a 501(c)(3) public charity whose mission is to support the sustainable 
development of Vietnamese communities and the enrichment of their cultural heritage. PALS lead counter-
trafficking efforts at the frontiers of Vietnam by investing comprehensively in at-risk youths to prevent trafficking 
before it starts, and in survivors to help them reclaim their lives. We work in the provinces bordering Cambodia, 
China, and Laos. Our multi-pronged, grassroots anti-trafficking initiatives include: (1) prevention services for 
populations living in trafficking hotspots to empower through education and knowledge; (2) protection 
services for trafficking survivors to empower through self-confidence and independence; and (3) 
partnerships for long-term solutions through collaborations to prevent trafficking in school-based, factory-
based, and community-based settings.   
 
About Academic Scholarships Program to Counter Trafficking  
Pacific Links Foundation (PALS)’s Academic Scholarships Program prevents the trafficking of girls by improving 
education and vocational opportunities to those living in impoverished, remote and porous regions. The costs 
involved for poor families in sending children to school make it difficult for children to regularly attend or to 
complete the whole academic year. For many poor households, children’s labor is much more valuable than 
school attendance and the long-term benefit of education is not perceived as outweighing short-term economic 
losses. Furthermore, female migrants have often become the main or single wage earners and have shown to 
be more willing to migrate, and to do so at a younger age.

1
  

 
Since 2005, we have provided over 5,700 rounds of scholarships for more than 1,800 students residing in 
trafficking hotspots along the Vietnam-Cambodia border. Those facing the highest risk of being trafficked are 
young girls, ages 13-18, from families living in poverty with: a woman as the main wage earner; a guardian who 
is disabled or has a long-term illness; and/or multiple young women who are unemployed or have dropped out 
of school. In addition to academic assistance, we also work closely with the student’s family, school, and 
community to provide wide-ranging support. Our annual dropout rate is 11% for these at-risk youth in poverty. In 
these locations, the dropout rate is expected to be 30% or more.  
 
Our comprehensive support covers: 

 Individual-level support: Long-term academic scholarships (effective until she graduates the 12
th
 

grade) that include tuition & fees, school supplies, books, uniforms, and health insurance 
 Family-level support & activities: Scholarship ceremony; individualized home visits; Family Day 

events at the school for family, teachers, and community members; and yearly Summer Camp 
student gatherings 

 Community-level support: Effective dissemination of culturally appropriate and locally relevant 
information regarding human trafficking and safe migration, especially to those living in remote and 
rural areas 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                             
1
 Overseas Development Institute (ODI) Report, “Falling between the cracks: How poverty and migration are resulting in inadequate care of children 

living in Vietnam’s Mekong Delta,” 2014.  Available online. 
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2015 Summer Camp Report 

Camp Connect – Increasing Self-Awareness, Life Skills and Career Exploration 
 
 
 
 

A.   Objectives and Structure  
 
As part of Pacific Links Foundation’s comprehensive counter-trafficking efforts, Summer Camp is 
an annual activity of the Academic Scholarships Program. Scholarship recipients come together 
from the remote and impoverished areas of the Mekong Delta bordering Cambodia to increase 
self-awareness, life skills, career exploration, friendships, and personal growth to safeguard 
themselves from the dangers of human trafficking. 
 
During July 12-19, 2015, Camp Connect took place at An Giang University in Long Xuyen City, An Giang 
Province. Bringing together more than 750 scholarship recipients and their teachers from four 
provinces—An Giang, Dong Thap, Kien Giang, and Tien Giang.    
 

I.   Summer Camp Student Objectives: 
 
At its core, Camp Connect is a youth 
empowerment forum that aims to help 
students build confidence, compassion and 
vital connections that will safeguard them from 
the dangers of human trafficking. The 
following objectives and agenda activities are 
intended to help PALS achieve this goal: 

 
 To build a solid foundation through life 

skills for a bright future 
 To promote personal development by 

strengthening self-awareness and 
using the core GRACES (Gratitude, 
Respect, Accountability, Courage, 
Engagement and Safety) Values 

 To introduce new career paths, 
training opportunities and directions 
for the future  

 
II.   Four Day Summer Camp Agenda & Activities: 
 
There are three main components to the Summer Camp is: (1) life skills, (2) career explorations 
and (3) bonding activities.  
 
Campers are asked to make choices when concurrent sessions were scheduled.  

 
Day 1  

07:00 - 09:00 AM Registration 

09:00 - 10:30 AM Orientation: Group Introductions & General Housekeeping and Camp Rules 

10:30 - 11:30 AM Opening Ceremony: Summer Camp T-Shirt Slogans & Entrance Surveys 

11:30 - 13:00 PM Lunch & Free Time 

13:00 - 14:00 PM Physical Exercise 

14:00 - 15:00 PM Session A Workshops 

15:00 - 15:15 PM Snack time 

15:15 - 16:45 PM HIV/AIDS-Prevention Workshop 

16:45 - 17:30 PM Team Building  & GRACES Lesson 

17:30 - 19:00 PM Dinner & Shower 

19:00 - 21:00 PM Cultural Show Preparation/ Snack Time 

21:00 - 22:00 PM Dorm Time: Day 1 Reflections & Journal Writing 

23:00 PM Lights out 
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Day 2 

06:30 - 07:30 AM Breakfast 

07:30 - 8:00 AM Morning Exercise 

08:00 - 09:15 AM Session B Workshops 

09:15 - 10:30 AM Session C Workshops 

10:30 - 11:30 AM Team Building & GRACES Lessons 

11:30 - 13:00 PM Lunch & Free Time 

13:00 - 13:45 PM Physical Exercise  

13:45 - 15:00 PM Session D Workshops 

15:00 - 15:15 PM Snack time 

15:15 - 16:45 PM Session E Workshops 

16:45 - 17:30 PM Team Building & GRACES Lesson 

17:30 - 19:00 PM Dinner & Shower 

19:00 - 21:00 PM Cultural Show: Group 1 Performances 

21:00 - 22:00 PM Dorm Time: Day 2 Reflections & Journal Writing 

23:00 PM Lights out 

  
Day 3 

06:30 - 07:30 AM Breakfast 

07:30 - 8:00 AM Morning Exercise  

08:00 - 09:15 AM Session F Workshops 

09:15 - 10:30 AM Session G Workshops 

10:30 - 11:30 AM Team Building & GRACES Lesson 

11:30 - 13:00 PM Lunch & Free Time 

13:00 - 16:30 PM Field Trip: An Giang Children Center & Water Park 

16:30 - 17:00 PM Return to Camp Site 

17:00 - 18:30 PM Dinner & Shower 

18:30 - 20:30 PM Cultural Show: Group 2 Performances 

20:30 - 21:30 PM Final Circle and Campfire Farewells  

21:30 - 22:00 PM Dorm Time: Day 3 Reflections & Journal Writing 

23:00 PM Lights out 

 
Day 4 

06:30 - 07:30 AM Breakfast 

07:30 - 08:00 AM Morning Exercise 

08:00 - 09:00 AM Session H Workshops 

09:00 - 10:00 AM Session I Workshops 

10:00 - 11:00 AM Final Reflections & Exit Survey 

11:00 - 12:00 PM Closing Ceremony: Cultural Show Awards & Faculty & Volunteer Appreciations 

12:00 PM -  Lunch & Return Home 

 

B.   Sessions Contents 
 
I.   Life Skills Workshops: Building a Solid Foundation & Promoting Self-
Awareness 

 
Workshop Sessions 

Workshops Session 1 Session 2 Total 

Reproductive Health 5 
 
 

9 14 

Intro to Computer Programming 
 

7 7 14 

Journaling towards Self-Expression 7 6 13 

Confidence Building through Self-Defense 6 7 13 

GRACES Workshop: Arts & Craft 8 8 16 

Career Workshops: New Paths & Directions 19 18 37 

Total
2
 52 55 107 

                                                             
2
 Workshop numbers varied due to differences in session volume, availability of workshop presenters, and inclement weather. 
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1.   Reproductive Health Basics 

 
The reproductive workshops provided an 
open and accepting atmosphere for the 
girls to feel comfortable discussing 
delicate subjects. This type of learning 
environment encouraged them to be 
more receptive to information on female 
health and well-being (menstruation, 
HIV/AIDS and STDs, pregnancy) and 
gender issues (domestic abuse, early 
marriage, etc.). Certified community 
health experts and sexual and 
reproductive health educators led our 

reproductive workshops. In addition, an HIV and AIDS Prevention Specialist from the US 
Agency for International Development (USAID) ran a seminar focusing on HIV/AIDS and 
STDs education and prevention.  

 
90% of Campers would like to learn more about Reproductive Health 

 
Through these efforts, the girls became more educated and empowered through 
organized group discussions, visual aids, and information pamphlets.  

 
2.   Introduction to Computer Programming 

 
PALS used Scratch, a free visual 
programming language project created by 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) Media Lab, to introduce the basics 
of computer programming to campers. 
The software, designed especially for 
ages 8-16, is available in Vietnamese and 
“helps young people learn to think 
creatively, reason systematically, and 
work collaboratively.”

3
 Scratch helped us 

incorporate a STEM component to our 
Scholarship Program and introduced to 
our students the idea that computer 
literacy is an important part of today’s 
society.  
 

53% of Campers had less than 10 interactions with a computer in the past 3 months 

                                                             
3
 Additional information can be found at https://scratch.mit.edu/about/  

Campers'  
Favorite  

Workshops 

Self-Expression Career Workshop Self-Defense
Computer Programming Reproductive Health Other

https://scratch.mit.edu/about/
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Scratch encouraged an interactive learning environment where students learned to be 
active participants—both consumers and producers—of information technology.  

 
3.   Journaling towards Self-Expression & Discovery 
 

The “Journaling towards Self-Expression 
& Discovery” workshop encouraged 
honest self-expression in a non-
threatening way by having students create 
a ‘listography,’ an exploration of feelings, 
ambitions, and ideas in list form. This is a 
valuable self-therapy tool that the 
students can draw upon later to help them 
deal with their stress, anxiety, and daily 
consternations. To kick-start the students’ 
creativity and enthusiasm for their new 
journals, we provided them with the 
following five prompts: (1) “3 things that 
make you smile”; (2) “3 new things you 

want to try”; (3) “3 things/people that inspire you”; (4) “3 things you love about yourself”; 
and (5) “1 good thing that happened to you today.”   
 

Student Reflection: What are 3 things that you love about yourself? 
1. I am determined 
2. The confidence I have make people look me in the eyes when they talk to me 
3. I am a great older sister                                            

- Middle School Student 

 
The students were also encouraged to use other forms of communication, such as 
drawings, magazine clippings, and verbal presentations, to respond to these prompts.  
 
4.   Confidence Building through Self-Defense  
 
The self-defense workshop was hosted by 
a second Dan Taekwondo black belt who 
has been training for over 10 years. The 
workshop focused on physical techniques 
to help girls realize their strength and the 
idea that “your voice can be just as strong 
as your body in keeping yourself and your 
loved ones safe.” An undeniable fan 
favorite, this workshop gave girls concrete 
examples of their self-worth, which in turn 
helps build confidence.  

 
Presenter Reflection: My favorite part is seeing the girls become more comfortable in 
their own skin; their faces light up and each punch gets harder and each scream 
becomes louder!                                                                                     - Taekwondo Instructor 

 
5.   Crafting Lasting Memories: GRACES-Inspired Arts & Crafts 
 

An important element of Summer Camp 
is the friendships that are created and 
sustained through a student’s formative 
years.  In the “Creating Lasting 
Memories” workshop, campers created 
“GRACES bottles” made out of used 
plastic bottles. Camp Counselors lead 
these group sessions by asking campers 
to write down some positive and 
admirable GRACES qualities that they 
noticed in a new friend that they have 
made, and to place these notes inside 
that camper’s bottle.  As a symbolic 
gesture, campers also made and 
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exchanged friendship bracelets, which served as a keepsake of the time spent together 
during Summer Camp. These activities reinforced the GRACES values and helped the 
campers learn the importance of maintaining connections that will lead to the creation of 
new friendships and an important safety net that is vital to a solid foundation for self-
reliance. 
 
Campers also used this time to sign each other’s Summer Camp 2015 t-shirts. Prepared 
specifically for Summer Camp 2015, the t-shirts contained the following summer camp 
mottos: “Confidence is beautiful”; “Actually, I can”; “I am who I am”; “You are capable of 
more than you know”; and “I can change the world.” During the T-Shirt Ceremony, the 
campers were taught the meanings of the mottos and how they contribute to increasing 
self-awareness. 

  
You are Capable of More Than You Know: Sometimes we limit ourselves because of what 
other people say, or because of what we have convinced ourselves. You are capable of 
whatever you put your heart into. You are capable of more than you know. 

 

II.   Career Workshops: Introducing New Paths & Directions 
 
A key finding from our Home Visits and Family Day activities is that students from the Mekong 
Delta region often lack vital information about employment processes that may lead to unsafe 
migration and working under exploitative conditions. Additionally, many students are painfully 
unaware of the wide range of training and career choices that are available to them. Career 
presenters provided students with a realistic picture of the expansive job market and helped 
students plan out a career path that could lead to working in a safe environment and employment 
in an industry that may inspire them.   

 
Number of Career Workshops Conducted at Summer Camp 

Career Workshops Session 1 Session 2 Total 

Tourism & Hospitality 1 
 
 

2 3 

Apparel Sourcing & Manufacturing 2 7 9 

Extractive Industries 14 0 14 

TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) 2 3 5 

Administration & Diplomacy 0 6 6 

Total
4
 19 18 37 

 

Number of Career Workshop Presenters at Summer Camp 
Career Workshop Presenters Session 1 Session 2 Total 

Tourism & Hospitality 2 
 
 

5 7 

Apparel Sourcing & Manufacturing 2 9 11 

Extractive Industries 6 0 6 

TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language) 

1 1 1 

Administration & Diplomacy 0 9 9 

Total
5
 11 24 34 

 

1.   Tourism & Hospitality
6
 

 
The growing tourism and hospitality sector in Vietnam 
requires skilled and qualified workers to match the growing 
demand. The “Tourism & Hospitality” workshop’s 
presenters included members from Vietnam’s leading 
luxury hospitality management groups, Victoria Hotels & 
Resorts and The Deck Group. Campers learned that the 

                                                             
4
 Career Workshop numbers varied due to differences in session volume, availability of workshop presenters, and inclement weather. 

5
 Career Workshop Presenters numbers varied due to differences in session volume, availability of workshop presenters, and inclement weather  

(TEFL Career Workshop had the same presenter for both Session1 and Session 2) 
6
 The tourism industry account for around 3.5% of Vietnam’s GDP and is expected to be the single largest employer in Vietnam, contributing to 

approximately 15% of the national workforce by 2015 (http://www.hitt-initiative.org/countries/vietnam/). 

http://www.hitt-initiative.org/countries/vietnam/
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tourism and hospitality industry offers a wide variety of jobs, many of which are available 
in the Greater Mekong Subregion.  

 
93% of campers would like to learn more about careers in the tourism & hospitality sector 

 

2.   Apparel Sourcing & Manufacturing
8
 

 
In the apparel sourcing and manufacturing 
sector, there is increasingly high demand 
for skilled and qualified labor. Our career 
presenters from L Brands/ MAST Cares 
and MGF Sourcing, two of the leading 
apparel sourcing, manufacturing and 
supply chain companies in the world, 
introduced students to different career 
opportunities within the fashion industry 
(i.e. product development, sourcing, 
production, shipping and trade, etc.). 
Another presenter, BITI’S Footwear 
Supplier, one of the most famous brand 

name in Vietnam and Indochina countries, shared with students what it’s like to work for a 
company with over 30 years of experience in manufacturing and exporting shoes. 

 
Student Reflection 1: “[The career presenter from MAST] taught me how to maintain 
optimism, even when faced with difficult challenges. I am determined to follow my 
dreams and achieve my goals.”                                                                   - 8

th
 Grade Student  

 
Student Reflection 2: “I learned [from the MGF presenters] that how you dress and first 
impressions are important factors when you are looking for work. You need to pick 
outfits that make sense for the job that you are trying to get. After you have the 
appropriate outfit, your personality strengths will shine through and help you achieve 
your goals.                                                                                                      - 9

th
 Grade Student 

 
Student Reflection 3: “I learned that you should find something that you are passionate 
about and look for work in that area. When you are faced with difficulties and obstacles, it 
will be easier to get through them if you love the work that you are doing.”                                               

- 12
th

 Grade Student (Reflection from BITI’S workshop) 
 

 
3.   Global Business & International Commerce: Extractive Industries 

 
As one of the world’s largest companies in 
the energy sector, representatives from 
Talisman gave a presentation on different 
career options in the extractive industry. 
Campers interacted with the specialists who 
discussed the importance of choosing a 
career-oriented major and how it will help 
with mapping one’s own career path. 
Career presenters also stressed the 
requirement of ongoing training and 
continuous learning for both personal and 
professional development. Students were 
introduced to topics in international 
business and commerce, and how interests 
in STEM will especially help with 
professional advancement in this field. 

 
Presenter Reflection: I really enjoyed sharing my experiences with students, many of 
whom had questions regarding how to correctly fill out job applications, especially when 
applying for work with a foreign company. But my absolute favorite part was when one of 
the students started singing and rapping during our workshop session!       
                                                                                                          - Talisman Career Presenter 

 

                                                             
8
 Vietnam’s textile and apparel industry plays an important role in national socio-economic development, and is currently the leading export sector with 

more than 3,800 companies.  According to VIETRADE, the sector currently offers employment to about 2.2 million people a year, generating significant 
income for workers while also earning a major source of foreign exchange and contributing significantly to Vietnam’s GDP and budget 
(http://www.vietrade.gov.vn/en/index.php?option=com_content&id=1330:strengths-ofthe-vietnam-textile-and-garment-industry&Itemid=232). 

http://www.vietrade.gov.vn/en/index.php?option=com_content&id=1330:strengths-ofthe-vietnam-textile-and-garment-industry&Itemid=232
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4.   TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) Careers 
 
As Vietnam’s economy internationalizes at a 
rapid rate, the need and demand for foreign 
languages continues to grow. This workshop 
was facilitated by an English Language 
Teacher from Ho Chi Minh City who teaches 
English to students and working professionals. 
The career presenter expressed to students 
that teaching English as a second language is 
quickly becoming a professionalized industry 
and mastery of English is a skill as crucial as 
computer technology. Recognizing that the 
methods a student chooses to study will 
depend upon their motivation (e.g. future 
employment, further academic research, 
personal interest, etc.), the career presenter also shared with Campers different 
strategies and techniques that will complement their drive and aspiration. 

 
Presenter Reflection: “I was really touched when some of the students cried when I 
shared with them my stories of challenges that I have faced to pursue higher education.  
It was a mutual moment of bonding where we were affected by each other’s stories and 
presence.  After my workshop ended, I asked them if they were planning to pursue their 
bachelors’ degree, and they shocked me by all replying with a resounding ‘YES!’  They 
made their teacher very proud.”                                                          - TEFL Career Presenter 

 
5.   Administration and Diplomacy 
 
Camp presenters from the United States 
Consulate General’s office in Vietnam 
and International Organization for 
Migration ran career workshops that 
focused on the importance of youth 
development and global leadership. 
Campers learned that global citizenry 
requires learning more about the wider 
world and respecting people who come 
from different cultures and countries. 
Essential skills and attributes include the 
ability to problem solve, make good 
decisions, think critically, communicate 
ideas effectively, and work well in group 
settings. These components of leadership development will set up the foundation for a 
successful career path in any industry. Career presenters also shared with the campers 
the various career opportunities available in public administration.   

 
III.   Summer Camp Activities: Creating Lasting Bonds 

 
Summer Camp is a place to cultivate life skills, a safe space for young people to think about what 
is important to them and their future and a time to create special bonds.   
 

 
1.   Adult Mentoring 
 
We ensured that students received the full support required for them to succeed in this 
controlled learning environment. Summer Camp gave students four-days full with caring 
adults and counselors who were devoted to mentoring campers. These positive role 

0% 

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Workshop Survey: 
I found this workshop topic very interesting:  
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models were trained by PALS to give campers a fun experience and prompt students’ 
analytical and decision-making skills by employing the GRACES values.   

 

Student-to-Mentor ratio: 4:1 
 

2.   An Giang Children Center & Water Park 
 

After hours of intensive workshop learning, campers 
loved the thrills and heat-beating activities at the An 
Giang Children Center and Water Park. Camp 
counselors led water dancing exercises and organized 
water games for the campers to enjoy. Career presenters 
from MGF Sourcing also set up a full water park 
obstacle during the second session for campers to enjoy. 

 
26% of Campers’ favorite activity was the Water Park  

 
3.   Talent Show 
 
The Talent Show was an opportunity for campers to showcase their unique talents 
through singing, dancing, poetry and plays.   
 
4.   Teaming Building Exercises 
 
Team-building games led by 
teachers from PALS partner 
schools taught campers the 
importance of working together 
to achieve goals.  Like many 
other PALS activities, 
community is established 
through group interactions and 
team building activities. 
Campers developed new and 
positive ways to deal with 
behavior management and 
encourage team building.  Self-
esteem and confidence are 
fostered through fun games 
and guided learning exercises.   
 
5. Bond-Fire and GRACES Reflection Session 
 

The Bond-Fire and organized teambuilding 
activities encouraged group interaction and 
teamwork.  After these group-bonding games, the 
campfire’s MC summarized what was 
accomplished during Summer Camp, and how 
their GRACES values have evolved over the past 
three days. The MC reiterated the significance of 
friendship and healthy bonds, and the importance 
of this safety network even after Summer Camp 
ends. 

 
43 % of Campers’ favorite activity was Bond-Fire 

 

C.   Impacts  

 

Camp Connect serves over 700 disadvantaged youth each year. Through pre and post-camp surveys of 

attending youth, we found: 

 98% of students reported that they will return to school in the fall 

 85% of students’ grades improved from the year before 

 70% of students plan to pursue higher education after high school 

 

Which GRACES Value is the most important to 
your personal development? 

Gratitude Respect Accountability

Courage Engage Safety
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This year, we incorporated the Computer Programming Workshop to address students’ limited 

understanding of computers and information technology (IT) which will become a major barrier when they 

begin to market themselves in the workforce. We found that 31% of survey respondents have accessed a 

computer less than five times in the past year, and over half of those students are from the eighth and 

ninth grades.  
 

 

 
Student Reflection: 
“I feel like I am behind many of my friends because I struggle with even the simplest computer tasks, like typing. I excel in 
every area of my academic studies but I know that I won’t be as competitive in the job market as others if I don’t have any 
computer skills. I don’t know what to do because it is an issue of availability and access; there aren’t many computers at 
school. If I want to practice, I’d have to go to gaming centers that are filled with boys and gamers, which do not provide a 

safe and comfortable learning environment.”                                                                                                    -11
th

 Grade Student 
 

Technology, as a tool of empowerment, is a major asset to these students’ future career aspirations. Not 
only did the Computer Programming Workshop give the campers access to computers, but also time with 
skilled professionals who helped them enhance their computer and IT learning capacity.  
 

 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12Grade Unknown

Pre-Camp Quesionnaire: 
In the past 3 months, how many times have you had access to a computer? 

no answer

more than 16
times

11-15 times

6-10 times

0-5 times

0% 

0% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

0% 

2% 

3% 

3% 

0% 

0% 

1% 

2% 

1% 

14% 

13% 

13% 

2% 

2% 

6% 

2% 

9% 

3% 

5% 

13% 

36% 

36% 

36% 

17% 

21% 

24% 

22% 

21% 

16% 

95% 

86% 

46% 

45% 

45% 

80% 

76% 

69% 

74% 

67% 

79% 

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

The coordinated transportation from my house to the camp site was seamless  

Summer Camp was well-planned and structured 

Summer Camp was well-equiped and had enough supplies 

I feel more confident and less restricted because I am a girl than before 

I will be able to apply new lifeskills that I have learned at camp in my daily life 

I was given the opportunity to think more about my self-worth 

Summer Camp helped me discover new career/job opportunities 

I feel comfortable when raising my hand to speak, ask questions, or ask for help  

I feel confident when speaking in front of large groups 

Summer Camp introduced me to a lof of new and practical ideas 

I had a very fun and meaningful Summer Camp experience 
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For many of the Summer Camp attendees, camp was also their first and only opportunity to travel outside 
of their rural villages. It was the first time for many to reflect on their future and the opportunities that lie 
ahead. Over four days, the campers reflected on how the GRACES values helped them through many of 
life’s challenges and the reasons why they need to stay in school.   
 
D.   Moving Forward with Youth Development 
 
Over the last year, we learned that the girls in our Academic Scholarship Program need much more 
guidance in developing essential life skills, such as leadership development.  As we continue to improve 
our Summer Camp curriculum to offer core development programs, we also realized that more needs to 
be done to engage the youth in a more concerted manner.  PALS agrees with the World Congresses 
Against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents when they declared that it is critical to support 
and promote adolescent girls’ and boys’ efforts to fight sexual exploitation through peer-to-peer 
leadership initiatives and networks;10 thus we will be rolling out ADAPT Club, a youth leadership program 
that will meet on a monthly basis to help foster students’ development skills, as well as secure the 
essential bonds that they have created as a result of their involvement with PALS. 
 
ADAPT Club represents an opportunity for some of our scholarship recipients to take on peer leadership 
roles within their community, develop their life skills, and further engage in human trafficking prevention. 
ADAPT Clubs will be piloted in eight schools in the Mekong Delta and be opened to all students at 
specific grade levels, depending on the school size. This will expand the scope of our prevention activities 
and spread awareness about human trafficking beyond our original direct beneficiaries to other youth, 
including boys, who may not be currently involved in our scholarship program. ADAPT Club leaders will 
also have a pronounced role in upcoming Summer Camp activities.  
 
Your support enables these girls’ education, as well as PALS to give amazing learning experiences, such 
as Family Days, Summer Camp, and the forthcoming ADAPT Club. Together, the lessons they learned 
will become the values that they adopt and those by which they can thrive. With your steady support, we 
can continue to provide a safe and nurturing environment for Vietnam’s youth, and build on what we have 
done in terms of broadening life skills, conversations, and connectedness.   
 
We rely on you to help us stop human trafficking and give these young women a brighter future.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
10

 http://www.unicef.org/protection/Rio_Declaration_and_Call_for_Action.pdf  

http://www.unicef.org/protection/Rio_Declaration_and_Call_for_Action.pdf
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Memories 
 

 

For more photos, visit https://goo.gl/oLbvWf 

 

 



 

13 Pacific Links Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
 
 

Vietnam Education Society 
L Brands/MAST Cares 

MGF Sourcing 
Talisman 
EMpower 

The G.R.A.C.E. Education Fund 
Present Purpose Network 

Seattle International Foundation 
Duong Minh Language School 

Walmart 
Biti’s 

Victoria Hotels & Resorts 
The Deck 
MMSoft 
Oriflame 

and other individual donors and sponsors 
 
 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
 
 
 

   

 

 


